
Thesis/Dissertation Proposal Approval 

All students must have an approved committee form on file before submitting the proposal to their committee.

Students are encouraged to get their proposals approved as early as possible in their research. It is recommended that MS 
students and MS-to-PhD students get their proposal approved by their committee by the end of their 3rd semester. It is 
recommended that BS-to-PhD students get their proposal approved by their committee by the end of their 5th semester. 
Students are not allowed to have their proposal approved in the same semester that they defend their thesis or dissertation. 

PhD students must have an oral defense of their proposal with their committee before the proposal can be approved. MS 
students are not required to have an oral defense of their proposal, but they are encouraged to do so. 

Submit a copy of the proposal (either electronically or in hard copy) to the department with this form. 
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